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PRESIDENT®'S REFORT

Reflecting over the last year as being President of the Club, I'm
still not sure in which direction our Club is heading. Attendance
has been down at meetings and there seems to be a general feeling of
apathy in the Club. I would like to point out that this is not just
happening in our Club but most other four wheel drive clubs. This
might be because inflation directly or indirectly has hit most people
in the pocket - people can no leonger afford to go on many trips or
maybe it's because we seeﬁjk&réo to the same aress a lot of the time.
New PMembers don't attend o&tings which in the past injected new life

into the Club.

Cn the social side, outings to things such as the Admiral Ben-Bow have
been well attended perhaps this is more the direction we will end up

headings I fTor one really cdon't know,

I would like to see lMembers participate more at meetings. Have your
say = remember the Club and the Committee can only be great if you
help guide them. 5o how about putting your point of veiw across = you
might be surprised that someone else agrees with you. This would

meke life easier for the Committee and if you would like to do
something for the President, try volunteering for tea duty! Hey!

Wait a minute what am I saying, I will probably cop that duty in August!

I would like to thank the present Committee for their support over the

last year. Thanks people.

It's great to see so many people give up a Sunday to help clean up
the Dandenongs of eye-sores such as derelict car bodies and rubbish.

The Police Four Wheel Crive Club are combining with us on this project,

For Members who didn't attend last meeting. They missed out on a great
nights entertainment, Danny Glasgow, from the Police Four Wheel Drive

Club gave a very interesting and informative talk on all aspects of

Four Wheeling - one of the best nights this year.

Congratulations are in order for Sue and Werner on the birth of

their son, Jason.

That's it.

See you so0nN,

John



R SALE

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

Tent 8'0" x 8'0" Free Standing. to fit any panel van or
station wagon, Top quality. Specially made by Waters of
Springvale, used once. $ 220.00 546-6024

Hayman Reese Tow Bar (square section) R492 to suit Toyota S.W.B.

. $ 60.00
Mobelec "Magnam" Electronic ignition to suit Toyota 2F motor as
new $ 50.00 V. Hanley 798 2151

5 Nissan Patrol Rims $ 15.00 each P. Rowe 857 6422

Pack rack to suit Toyota Landcruiser - factory-made used once
$ 100.00
Bull bar suit Toyota $ 30.00 791 6425

6 Cylinder Landrover Carby $ 50.00 0.N.0O. Terry Hincks

3 speed gear box with transfer box.
Radiator, Starter motor, Alternator, Pressure Plate, Fly Wheel,

‘Landcruiser 68, Toyota H. Schaeffel 707 1246

A Bars made to order. Trailor coupling $ 40.00 or Swivel
Type $ 45.00

Mack type bullbars incorporating oil tank $ 140.00
Terry Hincks 798 3798

750 x 16 Chains $§ 35.00 Geoff Dowell 789 3153

Jack-all Highlift Jack $ 25.00 Andy Merlo 579 4119

'67 TOYOTA SWB $ 1,800.00 as is
Kevin Montague 288 1200




THINGS TO COME

Saturday 25th - 26th July CANCELLED .

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - TUESDAY 28th JULY.

Election night all members are urged to attend.

SATURDAY - 1st - 2nd AUGUST.

Beaucahmp Falls cancelled due to condition of the Otways.

Venue z Walhalla area.
Destination: Mt. Useful (snow) Camping at Donnelly's Creek
Departs : Aberfeldy Bridge - north of Walhalla
9.00 a.m. Saturday morning.
Fuel 5 Full tank and 20 litres
Grade - 'B' (snow will be encountered)
T /Leader : Geoff Mann (233 2229)

CLUB MEETING - 25th August

LAST WEEKEND - 29th, 30th AUGUST.

Venue : Annual Club Snow Trip to Licola/
more details later

SATURDAY, SUNDAY 26th-27th September.

Venue : Tentative date wine trip to Rutherglen
More details later.

SATURDAY, SUNDAY - 24th and 25th OCTOBER.

Venue 3 Goulburn Valley - Bo Ho Bounce. ] ]
Saturday - B.B.Q., 4WD Tours, Observation Trial
Motorkhama in the quarry on Sunday
morninge.
Cost : $ 7.00 per head, children U-16 free.

More details available from Secretarye.

CLUB ANNUAL BREAK-UP - Satruday 21st November.

Venue : Nero's Fiddle - Deposits to be paid July AGM.



CHRISTMAS CLUB TRIP - 26th December - Approximately 1 week

Venue : Trip into Mitta-Mitta/Dartmouth area.
More details later.

T /Leader : A Bruce (546 6024)

SEPTEMBER, 1982

Don Montague is planning a trip up through the centre
to Darwin then home via West Cost.
Anyone interested contact Don.

LAST MEETING - 30th JUNE.

Nominations were taken for committee and they are as follows

PRESIDENT 3 Tom Brackna

V/PRESIDENT : A. Merlo, Ray West Terry Hincks
SECRETARY £ Brian Tuck

TREASURER 5 Don Montague

ASS. SEC. 4 Paul Howden

P/RELATIONS : Thelma Montague

SOCTIAL SEC. : Andrew Guiney

COMMITTEE z Andrew Merlo, Kevin Montague. Ray West,

Ross Fergurson

o e . —— —— — T o e e o e o B S S S e T S e S o o e e e e e o e B o o o e S o o e e S S e s Bt

Kevin Montague gave a report on the Bluff Hut trip, the raffle
which was an air pot and a bottle of Drambuie was won by Alan
Coleman. a visitor to the meeting. Entertainment was Danny
Glasgow, the police 4 x 4 driving instructor (and Assoc. rep)
who gave an interesting lecture and showed some good slides.

There were 30 members and 3 visitors in attendance.

NEXT MEETING - 28th JULY,

Election night is on, so could all financial members attend
and help to make everything run smoothly.



ITS AND BITS

Congratulations first go out to Werner and Sue Ditterich upon the
arrival of their first baby Jason Werner born on 6th July at
Sandringham.

While on the subject of new : ex Pres. Geoff Mann has since buying
his Toyota Diesel :

1. bogged down in the suburbs - Range Rover
rescued in the middle of the night.

24 got stuck going down Western Firebreak -
Labertouche

™ ran out of fuel coming home - rescued by

Bluey and Peter Rowe.
Geoff says it's a bit longer and heavier than a SWB Landy.

Don Montague swears that he will never venture into Cornhill Track
again especially when a SWB canvas top Landy is leading. He said
his wvehicle has trouble getting up the hills with 20 teeth missing
off the crown wheel.

The Bluff Hut trip brought a few headaches, Kevin's Toyota froze up
solid during the night and Paul's Landy almost seized because of the
heavy oil in the sump (Interesting note that 3 vehicles were slept
in that night and had no freezing problems at all).

Montagues still in the news : Don and Kevin both have bought new
vehicle LWB Diesel and SWB petrol. Dons old vehicle was spotted
sitting in Braeside truck wrecking yard.

The joint clean up of the Sherbrooke Shire went over real good,
as many as eight derelicts made their way to the tip. John Thorn
had fun with a Hillman Station Wagon which refused to budge, he
pulled off the front bumper bar and kept on going thinking thecar
was Following. However, a Volkswagen was his next victim and was
extensively modified during its recovery. Tom Brackna and Peter
Adams had a field day scabbing all the bits and pieces shades of
Steptoe and Son.

Must thank Peter on behalf of all the club for his fine job of
Librarian during the vear. hope he keeps up all the good work.
His job get heavier every month.



SOCTAL SECTION CONNECTION.

Hi Members,

This is the last social report from this social
secretary for this financial year.

The only thing to come in the future is the Christmas
Party at Nero's Fiddle on Saturday 21st November. Numbers will be
taken shortly and the $ 17.50 per head can be paid off monthly if

people have no ready cash. The balance, if any, can be paid on
the night.

I am grateful for your co-operation during the year

and hope you have enjoyed the limited social functions we have
had.

This is the social sec signing off for the last time.

Thanks for everything.

Tom

EVERY DOG HAS HIS DAY

Four union members were discussing how smart their dogs
were,

The first was a member of the Vehicle Builders! Union,
who said his dog could do math calculations. His dog was
named T-square, and he told him to go to the blackboard and
draw a square, a circle, and a triangle, which the dog did
with consummate ease.

The Amalgamated Metal Workers®! Union member said he
thought his dog was much smarter, His dog, named Slide Rule,
was told to fetch a dozen biscuits and divide them into four
piles, which Slide Rule did without problems.

The Liquor Trades Association member admitted that both
were quite good, but felt his dog could outperform them.
His dog, named Measure, was told to get a stubby of beer and
pour seven ounces into a ten ounce glass. Measure did this
without a flaw.

Then they turned to the Waterside Workers'! Federation
member and asked "What can your mong do?"

The watersider called his dog, named Tea Break, and said:
"Show these bastards what you can do, mate."

Tea Break ate the biscuits, drank the beer, pissed on the
blackboard, screwed the other three dogs, claimed he injured
his back, filed a workers' compensation form and shot through
on sick leave,

K F K KRR K KKK



Trackwatch in brief ...

INFORMATION FROM THE VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUBS

SCENIC RIM MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service is preparing a lMenagement
Plan for a large areca of southern (ueencland, lnown as the Scenic itim
Management Plan. As can be scen from the map below the -area igs cxtensive
and includes about 12 existing national parks.

The proximity of the Scenic Rim to Brisbane and its rugged grandeur makes
the region a firm favourite with local and interstate four wheel drivers.
Like past Victorian Government stated objeclives of massive incrcages in
arcas of Victorian national parks, the (ueensland LP &iS have stated that
they aim to have %% of the area of (uecnsland as national parks.

As such this Ascociation believes that the Qucensland 44DC Association should
have our support in opposing this increase were cver possible. Intcrstate
JIDC Asscociations must take a broader outlook on four-vhecl-drive-touring;
than just local issucs, and as such should support and make submissions on
important 4WD issues in other parts of our country.
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Victorian Conservation Prize I98I

The Victorian Conservation Prige is an apmual avard to an organisation or
public body who have in the opinion of the CCV judging panel made the grectest
contribution to the comservation and preservation oi the aesthetic and
ccological values of the environment. In presenting our submission for thig
prize it is hoped that the conservation groups, that read it uwill gain a
greater appreciation of the activities and genuine involvement that 4UD Clubs

heve in loaking aftcer the environment.



TRACKUATCH IN BRIWE IO 4 +...continued

As such we hope that in future they will assess our activities with

less bias and concede our physical contribution to conservation.

At club level it is hoped that member clubs will gain "inspiration'

and initiate similar community service activities in their areas, as
those highlighted in the rcpori.

l.A.C. RUPORT ON FOUR WIEEL DRIVE VAHICLLS

The Government has ammounced (II Nay, 198I) that their would be no
changes made to the existing assistance arrangements applying to 4ub
and light commercial vehicles. The decision mezns that imports of
44D vehicles would continue to be exempt from quota restrictions
designed to prescrve about 80% of the passenger vehicle market for
local producers. Concern from Subaru owners has proved unjustified
as the linister has ruled that Subarus with 4D capacity are not
significantly competing with 2-wheel drive pascenger vehicles.

WAY CLEAR FOR NEW NATIONAL PARKS!

During the Autumn session of Parliament the necessary amendments were
introduced to allow the declaration of +the parks recommended in the
L.C.C.s Alpine end Corangamite reports.

The parks arc - Bogong, onnangatta-lioroka, Cobberas-Tingaringy,

and the Otway national park (Cape Otway).

A special clause in respect to the parks has allowed for some logging,
grazing and mining activities in specified areas. This is an important
clause as the preccdent has now been set for logging in National Parks.

ANNUAL BOHO BOUNCE!

The Goulburn Valley Iour ilhcel Drive Club is agoin holding their
popular '"Boho Bounce' on the 24th and 25th October, I9CI.

This the 3rd such get-together hosted by Goulburn 4UDC is held in

the Strathbogie Ranges. Camping is available from Iriday 23rd October
for the full weekend.

Activities include conducted 4WD tours, an..observational trial and
motorkhena. saturday evening features a BB tea, followed by woolshed
dance. Fees - $7.00 per adult, children UI6 free.

TRACK CLOSURE MAPS

Most Clubs should have received from the FC wmaps of the track closuresg
vhich arce effective for the winter periocd. Individual members vho desire
their owm copy oi maps mey pick up such on the ground floor at +the
IPorest Commisgion. iiets of closure maps arc free.

VATDC TRACK TNFORMATION HOTLINw

For all information about closures, or reports of unofficial closures
ring Geoff Lemn after hours on (03) 233 2229.

CHAJIGH OF ADDRISSS

Would Club Secretarics and/or magazsine cditors please note the new
address for Truck kates 4x4 Club. All corrcspondence should bo
directed to 7T Lastgully Road,

UPWEY 2158 Vic.




THRACKWATCH No. 30

(wews ael views of the Viclorian Association of Four Wheel Lrive Clubs)

RS PONS B TRACK USEAGH

O the 1st Tune, 1981 a number of tracks under the control of the Forests,
Commrission of Viectoria will be closed until 31st October (or longer).
Other tracks are still closed as part of 3 year re-forestatlon programs,
while still other tracks will be closed for a first time.

The majority of these tracks are closed because they are damaged, are
susceptible to damage, are unsafe or not required for management purposes
during winter months. Track useage is probably limited to 3 distinct

g Ooups -

1. the Government instrumentalities;

25 the bush-orientated people such as ourselves, fishermen,
walkers getting to site, and other environment-based groups, and
3. the vehicle=orientated vandals such as a few "renegade'" 4WD

maniacs and trail bike riders.

The third group is the one causing most of the bad name which four wheel
drivers are occassionally tagged with. The seasonal winter track closures
implemented by the F.C. as a management measure to protect these unformed
roards are directed particularly against the vehicle-orientated driver.

ilowever, vehicle-orientated four wheel drivers are not restricted to non=
¢lub members, as we often hear complaints from vehicle-orientated club
members reparding seasonal closures, who believe if a track is at all
passable with the use of wheel chains, winches, etc. it should be available
to attempt. This attitude is selfish and irresponsible and clubs should
botter police any "renepade”™ members which defy F.C. temporary closed
tracks, or use other tracks which are in a particularly fragile condition
after a wel werk, during winter months.

“ore than any other time of the year, clubs should clear club trips with
local district Forest Commission Foresters as fallure to do so can result
in sometimes mis-directed criticism from the F.C. who hears indirectly
that a club was in a particular locality.

The Association is currently trying to defend four wheel drivers! rights

in the Otways following an incident which involved 4WD's becoming bogged

on a track and causing severe damage in getting out. The Forest Commission
have replied to a letter on the subject and stated their case bluntly and
possibly accurately- ..."the incident is evidence of the unfortunate and
irresponsible behaviour of the drivers of some four wheel drive vehicles
which is making it increasingly difficult for the Commission Lo withstand
the mounting pressure to close more of its roads and tracks".

Tt is not often that the Commission is this direct, but it is perhaps an
indical ion of their concern at some 4WD behaviour. While we cannot be
responsible for the vehicle-orientated cowboys which many clubs seem to
have represented in their ranks. They treat the bLush as a frustration
escape valve and enjoy nothing better than letting their huge earth-
tearing tyres loose in any frapile area. This group is doing much to
cause ewbarrassment to genuine environment-based club members, and 1is
doing untold damage to the respectibility of clubs in general.

IE four wheel driving is to continue as a viable winter recreation, clubs
must act and control these members. A further recent embarrassment to a
club was to have several vehicles pulled over by the police because they
were unroadworthyld

oonwdf



To tiie mzjority of clubs that do the right thing, contact pistrier
Forestry Offices prior to trips and engage in active promotion within
their elub of responsible driving techniques; this irrespoasibility
displayed by some clubs is incomprehensible. To the Association it is
completely unacceptable,

The Forest Commission is the only authority which has in the past
recognised 4WD as a legitimate use of their track networks. Networks
which are maintained essentially For fire access and management purposes.
However, they will not put up with any track ahuse and will not hesitate
in the future to close any track severely damaged by 4WD's.

Drivers who are not prepared to support the F.C. in their efforts to
protect tracks from unnecessary cdamage by voluntarily refraining from
using tracks susceptible to winter damage have necessitated the concept
nf seasonal nlosure.

The "access at all costs"™ attitude Ly vehicle-orientated members is
particularly short-sighted and selfish as the resultant damage caused
to a wet/muldy track is most likely to lead to a permanent track
closure which deprives all recreationists access.

[t is obvious that some terrain is particularly vulnerable to erosion
under wet conditions, and use of any vehicles on such terrain while wet
would inevitably cause track rutting and/or other erosion. For this

~

reason tracks are periodically closed to traffic by the F.C.

[t is hoped that club members fully appreciate the importance of such
closures, which are made for proper environmental reasons and always
abide by them. After all, a seasonal closure is a better alternative
Lo a permanent closured

However, this is not to say thal the above system cannot bhe abused and
clubs are invited to submit details to the Association if they believe
a track has been unjustly or inexplicably seasonally closed. The
matter can then be raken up with the F.C.



CAMPING IN NATTONAL PARKS SHeVICE ARTIAS

CAMPGROUNDS

BUSIH CAMPING

VEHICLE BASED

BUSH CAMPING

T HINING Y

NOITH WEST HISTRICT

Hatrtah/Kulkyne N©. .. [N SUUNUNE YO AU MU, e s ot
wyperfeld NP . I T DU U, TUS . N—
Little Desert NP . o _ S %
Murray nulkyne P — Lo [V ol

Pink Take SP - Q LI o i
Big Nesert Willderness__. o 0 *®
lLake Albacutya P * 0 .
SOUTH WEST DISTRICT

ME. Aichmond NP . L | 2

Mte. FEocles NP | 9 A — Q

Lower Glenelg NP__ . o . s . -
Cape Nelson SP.. ... . ... - .0 L SR, ST . e =.
niscovery Bay CP ¥* 0 E
GEKLONG OTWAY DISTRICT

Port Campbell NP i 8 B R «
Brisbane Ranges NP 0 ® L

Organ Pipes NP o] 0 RN Ay TG o O
Melba Gully ST__ o) 0 T 0
Steiglitz Park o s )
Werribee Gorge SP 0o o) o !
Gellibrand Hill P___ o) 0 L 0

SOUTH GIPPSIAND NTSTRICT

Wilsons Promontory NP Q *

Mt. Worth SP 9 S P ¢ SO——
EAST GIPPSLAND DISTRICT

The l.akes NP * o o
Croajingolong NP * * &

Snowy River NP ¥ x *
Tingaringy NP o * b
Glenaladale NP o Q. L
Alfred/Lind ) o R )
Gippsland Lakes CP id - e — L
Coopracambra 5P o o ¥*
CENTRAL GIPPSLAND

Baw Baw NP * o) #
Morwell NP Q Q o]
Bulga/Tarra Valley NP s 0 0

Holey Plains SP o] * %

UPPER GOULBUXN DTISTRICT

Fraser NP = 0 _ *
Kinglake NP o 0o 0
Cathedral Range SP Q ® *
Eildon SP o] * 0

Mt. Samaria SP o] » * ad

NOATH FEAST DISTRICT

Mt. Buffalo NP e ] s s —— %
Burrowa Pine Mountain NE 0 o) *
Wabonga Plateau SP o] SN ...
Beechworth HP Q Q. Q.

EB LT PRI Pl s s Do prommmasiis ey o o ol s,
Warby <anges SP . sl s i
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e BUSH CAMPING BUSH CAMPING
CAMMIGROUNDS  FERTeTE BASED (HINING)
MELROUUEE DESTAIOT o
Fern Tree Gully NEMMN“ N Q Q Q
Churchill NP T OIS PRTY o YN ! . W s
arrandyte St Q 0 *
Yea liver 1°_ - O 0 *

NEPEAN DISTICT
Cape Schanck CP S e ———— S < RIS VORI, + RS R
Nepean SP_ o}

nEY TO AGEAS WHEGE CAMPING 1S PERMITTED

® o awus YES
O eessa NO

NOTE: Vehicle-based camping and hiking camping may be confined to certain
sectors or zones within Parks. For further information please
contact National Parks Service District or Park Officers. (See
brochure on camping in Victoria's National Parks for further details).

April, 1981.



Victorian Association of
Four Wheel Drive Clubs

G.P.O. Box 401C,
Melbourne, 3001

SUMMARY OF VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUBS
LNTRY FOR VICTORIAN CONSERVATION PRIZE 1981

I. Name of organisation s
Victorian Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs

2., Postal address: G.P.0. Box 40IC, Helbourne 3001

3, Nominator: Mr Gary Fewkes,
President, VAFWDC,
No 2 Lot 26 Mary Street,
HAHPTON PARK

Gary Fewkes
4. Introduction and aims: -

The VAFWDC is a voluntary, non-profit organisation which
represents and co-ordinates the 4D clubs in Victoria.
Hembership currently stands at 28 4WD clubs, with a total
membership approximately 8000.

The objectives of the Association ares

(I) To represent the interests of member clubs and 4WD owners
in general, to defend their rights of access to public land
road network, and to undertake publicity and other campaigns
to achieve this aim.

(2) To represent the interests of 4WD ovmers within conservation
groups, which the Association may from time to time join, by
creating a greater awareness within such groups of the real
interests and needs of 4WD owmers, and promoting co—=operation
with the conservation movement in areas of mutual interest.

(3) To act as a means of free and rapid exchange of information
between 4uD clubs subscribing to the Association.

(4) To conserve the natural environment and undertake action
likely to assist in this aim.

(5) To liaise with controlling authorities, make submissions
and send deputations to improve the knowledge of 4WD touring
in such authorities.

(6) To consider conservation matters of wide public interest
relating to activities of the subscribing clubs, to frame
guidelines for member clubs regarding such issues and to
make public statements of Association policy.




Victorian Association of
Four Whee! Drive Clubs

G.P.O. Box 401C,
Melbourne, 3001

Page 2 of Summary

(7) To act as a clearing house and repository of information
on matters relative to the Asscciation.

(8) To promote four wheel driving as a responsible recreational
activity.

(9) To encourage the spread of knowledge relating to all, or
any of +the foregoing.

5« Conservation activities of the VAFWDC:

The VAFWDC actively promotes the ..."concept of the survival of
the ecology of the natural environment, the preservation of
aesthetic and biological values of the natural environment and
the wise use of natural resources."

Briefly this is encouraged by the education of our members,
education of the public, education of the media, education of
the authorities, and by setting a positive example in the field
of environment preservation.

Four wheel drive touring as practised by the member ¢’ bs of the
4ssociation is an environment-centred form of recreatioi.., rather
than a vehicle-cenired one, such as trail bike scrambling.

As our recreation is a passive, family oriented one with the
primary purpose of the 4WD tourist being to appreciate and enjoy
the beauty, peacefulness and remoteness of the country visited,
the four wheel drive tourist has a very acutc sense for the
need for positive preservation.

Unlike other organisations which chose to make verbal and written
suggestions 1o no one in particular, without really ever achieving
anything positive in the preservation field, the Association has
adopted a policy that a genuine interest in the preservation of

the environment must be matched by a genuine and positive input

in a practical form.

To this end the Association has been working steadily over the

past 6 years implementing positive campaigns to casure the aesthetic
values of the environment are maintained. Members of the Association
regularly take part in organised clean ups of often remote areas,
vhere anything from household refuse to car bodies will be removed.
These activities often involve the outlay of voluntary given funds
and the use of specialist cquipment which club members supply. The
retrival, removal and manpower is financed fully by the members.

Other restoration activities have seen the hand-pulling of boneseed
from State forest, and the clean up of several national parks. A
recent activity has seen the reclaimaition of a wind-eroded sand dune
Fairhaven. '

at
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While a large percentage of the Associations conservation activities
are in the form of practical and community minded clean ups and
other restoration work, the Association zlso actively promotes

the education of the public and our members %o the needs of
preservation.

The sphere of conservation education takes many directions with

the end result being to create awareness in individuals to care

for the bush enviroament. Four wheel drive owners are encouraged

to join clubs where they will be able to more fully enjoy their
recreation by learning driving techniques which minimise environmental
damage to tracks and to become apart of a more aware group of
conservationalisis.

while encouraging the lone four wheel drive owner to join oclubs

we are also seeking to educate the media which is gemerally misinformed
t0 the true needs and activities of four wheel drivers. Through
misconceived articles, and especially through misleadirg advertisements
there are many forces fighting against the responsible use of

four wheel drives. Many adveris promote all the wrong reasons as

to why an individual should purchase a 4WD, and often imply that

they should be used as environmentally damaging instrun~uts.

This is another arca where the Association is applying pissure to

rid the industry of this irresponsible reporting and promoiion which

if left unchallenged can only result in the abuse of the environmnent

by some unsuspecting four wheel driver, vho hasn't appreciated the
responsibilities which accompany the right to drive a 4WD in the bush.

The Association has written to many 4WD manufacturers who have
produced offending advertisements, and during I980 challenged a

TV and press campaign by Thiess Toyota, which eventually resulted
in the matter being placed before the Advertising Standards Council.

Many of the activities of the Association are geared towards the
more responsible use of our environment and to this end the
Association has made alarge committment in monetary and physical
terms.
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6. Conscrvation achievements of the VAFWDC:

The VAFWDC in alittle over 5 years has achieved much in
improving the aesthetic value of the natural enviromment.

Sites in the Brisbane Ranges, Otway Ranges, Werribee Gorge
State Park, Cape Schanck National Park, the Aire Valley,
Dandenong Ranges and Gippsland have all been cleared of
various refuse which was despoliating previously beautiful
locations.

Over 150 individual restoration programs have been
completed, with approximately I25 of these involving the
recovery of dumped cars from State and National Parks
and other public lands.

Over 600 car bodies have been recovered during these
exercises.

It is estimated that with a minimum of I0Q pecnle assisting
at each of these projects that the Association has
contributed over I0,500 manhours to conservation programs.
Considering many of the projects - such as the clean up

at Warrandyte State Park, where 68 car bodies were removed
in a day - involved substantially more personn.l, that
this figure could be substantially more.

In our first aittempt at sand dune reclaimation over TO
loads of scrub and brush were transported over 4 days

a substantial distance down the Fairhaven Beach, where
they were laid over the exposed dune. The efforts of the
club involved has saved a major erosion problem for the
Fairhaven Foreshore Committee.

While not pursuing publicity for our activities, we refer
you to our submission where II representative activities
are documented by the press, spanning the variety of tasks
undertaken in the past 5 years.

We believe that in terms of voluntary physical contribution
and achievement that the efforts of the Victorian Association
of Four Wheel Irive Clubs are unmatched by any organisation
in Victoria.





